the position assumed by the ungual, with reference to the second phalanges of the hind-foot. The subject was an Ocelot, Felt's Pardalis. I have repeated the observations on the common cat, and find that it is the same as the ocelot in respect of its claws.
In the cats 1 have examined, then, I find that the ungual phalanges of the hinder feet are not retracted upon, but by the side of the second phalanges, as in the fore-foot, and that the only difference between the fore and hind foot, as far as regards the position of the phalanges, is, that in the hind-feet the obliquity of the retraction of the distal on the second phalanx is less than in the fore-foot, and that there is a slight modification of the ligamentous arrangements. The elasticity of the round ligament is so great, that even in the dead foot it keeps the claw firmly retracted. The extensor tendon, which is inserted into the posterior aspect of distal phalanx just above the articulation of that bone with the second phalanx, steadies the claw when it is extended. The direct and powerful exsertion of the claw is effected by the action of the flexor perforans, which passes under the convex base of the distal phalanx to be inserted near its anterior aspect. The leverage is such as to cause very rapid action.
The Hinder Claws.?The second are, relatively to the first phalanges, longer than in the fore-foot.
The claws and ungual phalanges are retracted rather less obliquely than in the fore-foot, but still they lie by the side of, and not upon, the second phalanges.
The round elastic ligament is the same, and the only difference of any importance in the lateral ligament is, that that on the ulnar side is more developed than the corresponding ligament in the fore-foot. The tendinous arrangements seem, as far as the claws are concerned, to be alike in both hind and fore feet.
The hind claws are slightly blunted, as they are more fre-
